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Precisionsound Russian Balalaika SampleSet is a very detailed sampled Balalaika for NI Kontakt, 
EXS24, HALion and SoundFont. The recording was made in the "Usachevsky" studio at the University 
of Utah, and the instrument was played by Igor Iachimciuc and edited by Lars, KSP script 
programming was made by Iain Morland. 

The Russian 3 stringed (2 E strings and 1 A string) Balalaika SampleSet contains 1 250 24bit mono 
WAV files and has been recorded in many articulations separately for both the E and A string. 
Articulations available for all formats are; Up, Down, Thumb, Flam, Mute, Unison EA, Unison EE, 
Tremolo (3 variations but same speed), Harmonics, FX1, FX2 and Fretnoises. 
The SampleSet contains of 2 types of programs; “Solo” and “Group” (NI Kontakt, EXS24 & HALion 
versions only). The “Solo” programs are one single Balalaika and the “Group” programs are a mix of 3 
different notes and articulations played at the same time to build a unison feel of 3  
(6 in NI Kontakt 3 and 4 if the String mix is set to 50% using the KSP script programs) unique Balalaika 
players. Speed control of the tremolos is only available in the NI Kontakt 3 & 4 programs. 
 
  



Sample formats 
 
NI Kontakt 3 & 4 
 
Balalaika Solo GUI 
 

 
String 
E <-> A knob control the mix between the E and A string. You can also control the E/A mix with 
modwheel (CC1). Articulation pulldown menu. You can also switch between articulations from the C1 
to A#1 keys on your keyboard. 
C1= Down C#1= Up D1= R Robin (Between Up and Down articulation) D#1= Thumb E1= Flam  
F1= Mute F#1= Tremolo (humanizes between Tremolo 1 2 3 version) G1= Unison G#1= Harmonics 
A1= FX1 A#1=FX2. Fretnoises are the same for all articulations, between C2 and B2. 
Tremolo 
Speed knob controls the speed of the tremolo. You can also control the speed with pitchbend wheel. 
The speed knob sets the baseline tremolo speed around which the pitchbend wheel introduces 
variation. Neither knob nor wheel affects the sound if the E1 Tremolo keyswitch is not selected.  
Tone 
Mid cut knob to cut/boost the “body” frequency register of the Balalaika. 
Reverb 
Level knob to control the reverb amount and a pulldown menu to select between Small, Medium and 
Large reverb types. 
 
Note: all parameters displayed on the GUI are saved with the instrument. The pitchbend wheel 
position is not saved, and should be thought of as a performance tool. 
 
 

  



Balalaika Group GUI 
 

 

String 
E <-> A knob control the mix between the E and A strings. You can also control the E/A mix with 
modwheel (CC1). 
Spread knob controls the delay and fine tune between groups to add a spread effect to the 
Balalaikas. Articulation pulldown menu. You can also switch between articulations from the C1 to E1 
keys on your keyboard. 
C1= Group 1 C#1= Group 2 
D1= RR 1/2 (Round Robin Between Group 1 and Group 2 articulation starts with Group 1)  
D#1= RR 2/1 (Round Robin Between Group 1 and Group 2 articulation starts with Group 2) 
E1= Tremolo  
Fretnoises are the same for all articulations, between C2 and B2. 
Tremolo 
Speed knob controls the speed of the tremolo. You can also control the speed with pitchbend wheel. 
The speed knob sets the baseline tremolo speed around which the pitchbend wheel introduces 
variation. Neither knob nor wheel affects the sound if the E1 Tremolo keyswitch is not selected. 
Tone 
Mid cut knob to cut/boost the “body” frequency register of the Balalaikas. 
Reverb 
Level knob to control the reverb amount and a pulldown menu to select between Small, Medium and 
Large reverb types. 
 
Note: all parameters displayed on the GUI are saved with the instrument. The pitchbend wheel 
position is not saved, and should be thought of as a performance tool.   



EXS24: 
4 programs 24bit WAV; 
Balalaika A Solo, Balalaika E Solo, Balalaika A Group, Balalaika E Group. 
Key switches for the Solo programs: 
C1 = Down C#1= Up D1= Thumb D#1= Flam E1= Mute F1= Tremolo 1 F#1= Tremolo 2 G1= Tremolo 3 
G#1= Unison A1= Harmonics A#1= FX1 B1= FX2 
Fretnoises between C2 and B2 
 
HALion v.1.1 to v.3: 
4 programs 24bit WAV; 
Balalaika A Solo, Balalaika E Solo, Balalaika A Group, Balalaika E Group. 
Key switches for the Solo programs: 
C1 = Down C#1= Up D1= Thumb D#1= Flam E1= Mute F1= Tremolo 1 F#1= Tremolo 2 G1= Tremolo 3 
G#1= Unison A1= Harmonics A#1= FX1 B1= FX2 
Fretnoises between C2 and B2 
 
SoundFont (16bit): 
23 programs; 
Balalaika A Down, Balalaika A Up, Balalaika A Thumb, Balalaika A Flam, Balalaika A Mute, Balalaika A 
Tremolo 1, Balalaika A Tremolo 2, Balalaika A Tremolo 3, Balalaika A Harmonics, Balalaika AE Unison, 
Balalaika EE Unison, Balalaika FX1, Balalaika FX2, Balalaika Fretnoise, Balalaika E Down, Balalaika E 
Up, Balalaika E Thumb, Balalaika E Flam, Balalaika E Mute, Balalaika E Tremolo 1, Balalaika E Tremolo 
2, Balalaika E Tremolo 3, Balalaika E Harmonics. 

NI Kontakt 2 (No GUI version): 
4 programs 24bit WAV; 
Balalaika A Solo, Balalaika E Solo, Balalaika A Group, Balalaika E Group. 
Key switches for the Solo programs: 
C1 = Down C#1= Up D1= Thumb D#1= Flam E1= Mute F1= Tremolo 1 F#1= Tremolo 2 G1= Tremolo 3 
G#1= Unison A1= Harmonics A#1= FX1 B1= FX2 
Fretnoises between C2 and B2 
 
 
  



Licence agreement 
 
All sounds on CD/DVD-ROM and in SampleSets available from Precisionsound are licensed, not sold, 
to you, the single user by Precisionsound. Precisionsound is the owner or master licensee of the 
content. 
 
The payment You make to download the SampleSets or ordering the CD/DVD-ROMs containing the 
content gives You the non-exclusive right to use the content in any music and/or audiovisual media 
production, such as a soundtrack, music production, television show, live/playback show, 
advertisement, computer/videogame. 
The demos are © Copyright righted and shows how different content from SampleSets and CD/DVD-
ROMs can be used. Any use of the demos found in SampleSets, at Precisionsounds website and on 
our CD-ROMs requires written permission from Precisionsound. 
 
You may not distribute, sell, re-sell, lend, rent, lease, give away, sublicense, assign, or otherwise 
transfer any of the content except as part of and incorporated in a production. 
You may not distribute the content, either in native format or reformatted, filtered, re-synthesized or 
otherwise edited or treated, for use as samples, loops, multi-samples. As programs or patches in a 
sampler, sample playback unit. The content cannot be used as source playback from ROM or chip 
sets or embedded in any chip set. Only the original purchaser has the right to use the content in their 
production. 
 
You will not spread unlock codes for downloaded SampleSets “*.exe/zip/rar” files to any other 
person and you have to keep such codes confidential.  
 
If you become aware of any unauthorized use or distribution of the content, CD/DVD-ROMs and 
SampleSets, please notify Precisionsound immediately via E-mail at info@precisionsound.net 
 
Violation of this agreement will be pursued to the fullest extent of the law. 
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